
Writing Programs at Peer Institutions 
 
Graduate Writing Programs 
 
* Northern Arizona University M.A. in English: Literacy, Technology, and 

Professional Writing 
 
* California State University at Fresno Certificate in Advanced Study in 

Composition 
M.A. in Composition Theory 

 
* Illinois State University    Certificate in Teaching Writing   

M.A. in Writing & Editing 
M.A. in Teaching Comp 
Ph.D. in Professional Writing 

 
* Indiana State University    M.A. in English, Writing emphasis 

Ph.D. in Curriculum & Instruction, English 
emphasis 

 
* Central Michigan University   M.A. in Composition &  Communication 
 
* University of Minnesota at Duluth   Composition Dept. 

M.A. in English: Publishing & Print culture 
 
* University of North Carolina at Greensboro M.A. English, Writing and Editing plan 
       PhD in Rhetoric and Composition 
 
* Ohio University M.A. in English, concentration in 

composition 
PhD in Composition 

 
* University of North Texas    M.A. in Technical Writing 
 
* University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire  M.A. in English w/ comp emphasis 
 
* University of Northern Iowa   None 



 
Table: Combined Graduate and Undergraduate Programs in Writing at Peer Institutions 

School Bachelor Degree Graduate 
Certificate 

Masters Degree Doctoral 
Degree 

University of North Carolina 
at Greensboro 

 Graduate 
Minor 

M.A. Writing and 
Editing; M.A. in 
Teaching 
Composition 

PhD 

Ohio University   M.A. emphasis* in 
composition 

PhD 

Illinois State University B.A. in 
publishing studies 

Certificate in 
the Teaching 
of Writing 

M.A. in Writing PhD in English 
Studies 

Northern Arizona University   M.A. Literacy, 
Technology, and 
Professional 
Writing 

 

University of Minnesota at 
Duluth 

4 Minors 
(Dept. Writing 
Studies) 

 M.A. Publishing 
and Print Cultures 
(Dept. of English) 

 

University of North Texas B.A. composition,  
B.A. technical 
writing  
Endorsement in 
Technical Writing 

 M.A. in Technical 
Writing 

 

Central Michigan University   M.A. in 
Composition and 
Communication 

 

Indiana State University   M.A. with an 
emphasis in 
writing* 

PhD in 
Curriculum and 
Instruction, 
English 
concentration 

California State University at 
Fresno 

 Certificate of 
Advanced 
Study in 
Composition 

M.A. in English 
Composition 
Theory option 

 

University of Wisconsin at 
Eau Claire 

B.A. Scientific 
and Technical 
Writing 

 M.A. in English 
with composition 
umbrella* 

 

Total 
By type 

9 
4 majors 
4 minors 
1 endorsement 

3 11 
8 stand alone 
3 emphases 

4 
3 in rhet/ comp 
1 in C & I 

UNI 1 minor in 
Professional 
Writing 

None None None 

 
* indicates that degree is not stand-alone, i.e. it emphasizes an area but does not offer a 
specialization in it because the program offers significant overlap in course requirements beyond 
an introductory graduate seminar. 
 



Summary of Data 
While the programs at peer institutions summarized here do not reflect the quality of writing 
instruction at these schools, it does provide a glimpse at how writing is institutionally grounded 
and arranged through English or Composition department curricula. What is most striking in this 
analysis is the vivid disparity between all ten peer institutions and UNI. Only one other 
institution, Central Michigan University, offers a single degree program in some form of writing 
studies and that is at the graduate level. Even at the University of Minnesota – Duluth, where 
Writing Studies is a separate department from English, a graduate degree in Publishing and Print 
Cultures combines graduate study in English and in the Writing Studies Departments. Simply 
put, UNI is unique in the paucity of its writing programming when compared to its peers. 
 
Analysis of Data 
This table simply adds to the findings of the external evaluators, the opinions of UNI 
administrators, and my own self-study of writing at UNI: we are sorely lacking in any coherent 
attempt to house and sustain quality writing instruction. What this adds, I hope, is a glimpse at 
what others have done. As with any field, there is no “right way” to teach writing. Indeed, as the 
external evaluators made explicit mention, UNI has only one faculty member in the English 
department who is specifically trained in writing theory and pedagogy. Instead of relying on one 
or two committed individuals, then, what UNI should consider is how to expand and deepen the 
conversation about writing. 
 
Given this glimpse of peer institution data, we can see that masters-level programs outnumber 
other programs at either the graduate or undergraduate level. Even taking out the 3 programs that 
emphasize composition within a traditional literary M.A., masters-level instruction remains the 
most popular degree program. The reasons for this are probably due to several factors, but I wish 
to focus only on two: 1) a focus and emphasis on rhetorical and composition theory and 2) TA 
lines as praxis and professional development. 
 
I contend that out of the 11 M.A. degrees offered at peer institutions, 8 are stand alone for very 
good reason and we would be wise to follow this model. Simply put, an M.A. degree with an 
“emphasis” in Rhet-comp fails to emphasize the human activity of writing as a serious area of 
study. It instead emphasizes the study of already produced texts with a couple “sprinkles” on top 
just for show. What is often not seen in literary studies is the composing process itself. With, at 
best three or four courses in rhetorical or composition theory, no program can seriously purport 
to say it provides the kind of sustained and reflexive opportunity for graduate-level training in 
writing studies.  
 
Similarly, the graduate study process at UNI is geared toward and assesses students based upon a 
literary studies model. The oral and written exams explicitly assess familiarity with MLA style, 
the questions are literature-driven, and the lists themselves emphasize the aesthetic work of 
literature. Looking at our peer institutions, I would surmise they have come to similar 
conclusions. Writing studies is simply a radically different perspective to combine with literary 
analysis. 
 



As to TA lines, while it is problematic, a high-quality program in writing studies attracts high 
quality students who need to practice their insights. Freshmen writing programs are one such 
place to do so. 


