
Culture and Intensive English Program (CIEP) Application

This application for admission is for the CIEP 8-week session beginning in:
August ___     October ___     January ___     March ___     June ___     Year _________

Please answer all questions.

Family Name: _________________________________ First Name: _________________ Middle Name:  __________________________

Male________ Female_________   Date of Birth: month _________________ day ____________ year  ___________________________

Country of Citizenship:    ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City of Birth:  __________________________________________Country of Birth:     __________________________________________      

Address for Admission Materials:  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Number and Street    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City                                                                                                         State/Province                             Postal Code                            
Country
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone                                                                                                FAX                                                          Email

Permanent (Home Country) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address:             Number and Street  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City                                                                                                         State/Province                             Postal Code                            
Country

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone                                                                                                FAX                                                          Email

How did you learn about the CIEP?     Internet ___   Friend/Family ___   Other (specify):  ______________________________________

If you are currently in the US, circle your visa status: 
F1   F2   J1   J2   B1   B2   Other: _______ Date your stay ends: ______

Family Members
Will any of your family be accompanying you to Cedar Falls? If more than one person, please attach an additional page.  Yes ___No ___

Name     ________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Relationship to you _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Place of Birth _________________________________________Date of Birth ________________________________________________

English Language Background
Number of years in secondary school ____    Number of years in College/University ____  Other ____
Have you taken TOEFL? Yes ___    No ___    If yes, what was your score? ____

Education Background
High School (Secondary school) Name ______________________________________________Graduation Date  __________________
College or University Name ________________________________________________________Years attended  ___________________

Financial Guarantee
If you require a non-immigrant student visa, please provide the following information:
1. Amount you will have available for your studies: US $ ________________
2. I will be funded by:
___ 1. Personal funds
___ 2. Parent/relative (signature) ____________________________________________________
           Relationship to applicant________________
___ 3. Scholarship

Information from parent/relative or sponsoring organization:  
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________Phone Number:  _________________________  

I confirm that the above information is complete and accurate. I understand that the University of Northern Iowa cannot provide me with 
financial aid.

Signature of student _____________________________________________________   Date  ___________________________________

(The portion below will be removed and destroyed after the card has been processed.)

CIEP requires a US $275 non-refundable application fee. This fee includes the $200 SEVIS fee. Please send a check for US $275 OR, if 
you return this form by FAX, please charge this fee to a VISA, MasterCard or American Express credit card:

Name on card: ______________________________________________  Type of card:       MasterCard ___    VISA ___ American 
Express _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Billing address:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________      
Card number:  _____________________________________________________________________ Expiration date:  ________________  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Culture & Intensive 
English Program

Admission Process
All applications for admission into the 
Culture and Intensive English Program must 
be completed and returned to the CIEP at 
least two months prior to the starting date 
of classes. Admission into the CIEP does 
not constitute admission into any other 
academic program at the University of 
Northern Iowa. To be admitted to the CIEP 
students must submit:
-  completed application form
-   payment of $275 (application fee) in the 

form of a check, credit card or money order
-  financial guarantee, bank statement or letter 

from sponsor
-  copy of his/her passport

Return the application form and supporting 
documents to:

Culture and Intensive English Program
University of Northern Iowa
Bartlett Hall Room 3025
1200 West 23rd Street
Cedar Falls, IA 50614-0511, USA
Telephone: 319-273-2182
Fax: 319-273-3333
Email: ciepadmissions@uni.edu
Website: www.uni.edu/ciep

Student Visa
Students admitted to CIEP will receive a letter 
of acceptance and an immigration form, 
Certificate of Eligibility (Form I-20), in order 
to obtain an F-1 student visa from the nearest 
U.S. embassy or consulate. The prospective F-1 
student should present the following papers to 
a U.S. Consulate:

•   Passport, valid for at least six months
•  A financial guaranty or statement
•   I-20 form
•  Receipt for I-901 SEVIS fee



The Program 
The mission of the Culture & Intensive English 
Program (CIEP) of the University of Northern 
Iowa is to provide nonnative speakers of English 
with intensive English-language instruction and 
a cultural, social and academic orientation to the 
United States. The CIEP, established in 1982, is 
an accredited program by the Commission on 
English Language Program Accreditation (CEA).

CIEP students participate in listening/
speaking, writing/grammar and reading 
classes at seven different levels. The CIEP 
sessions begin in August, October, January, 
March and June. Each session provides 20 
classroom hours per week of English language 
study and cultural orientation.  

Experienced instructors teach small classes; 
the CIEP tries to limit its class size to 16 
students. Classroom teaching combines 
instructor presentations, group work and 
individual projects. Elective courses are 
available as well.

Eligibility
• Be at least 18 years of age
•  Fulfill all requirements for visa status
• Have the ability to:  

-  fluently read and write in a first or native 
language

-  pronounce, recognize and spell basic words 
in English (for example, words related to 
personal information, likes, dislikes and 
common objects)

-  comprehend and respond correctly to highly 
simplified oral questions in English (for 
example, questions about name, age, country, 
likes, dislikes, etc.)

-  read simple text in English from left to right

English Assessment
Before classes start, new students take a 
placement exam to determine the level of 
English proficiency. The results are used to 
assign students to the appropriate level of 
study. Students must attend all classes in 
which they are placed as progress and grades 
will be determined by performance on in-class 
activities, exams and homework. Students 
who are in level 5 classes and above have 
the opportunity to take an institutional TOEFL 
(Test of English as a Foreign Language) once 
a session.

Length of Study
The duration of studies depends on the initial 
level placement and the progression through 
the levels. If a student passes all his or her 
classes each session, they will advance one 
level every eight weeks. For example, if a 
student begins the CIEP in level 1, they will 
finish in 14 months. Progression depends on the 
student’s motivation, level of proficiency and 
ability.

Certificate
Students will receive a Certificate of Completion 
when they pass all the levels and finish the 
program. If a student does not complete the 
program but passes certain classes, they will 
receive a Certificate of Participation. Students 
will receive a grade for each CIEP class and 
grades will be officially recorded on a transcript 
from the University of Northern Iowa.

Study at UNI 
If you meet the requirements for admission 
to the University of Northern Iowa, you 
may continue your studies in Cedar Falls. 
Please note that admission to CIEP does not 
constitute admission to UNI. Admission to 
the university requires a separate application 
and additional materials including proof of 
English proficiency (i.e., institutional TOEFL). 
For admission information, visit www.uni.
edu/admissions. Nearly 80 percent of CIEP 
students go on to study at UNI.

Housing and Meals
CIEP staff assists students with housing. Most 
students in the CIEP prefer to live and eat in 
university residence halls. CIEP students may 
share rooms with American or international 
students. For more information about housing 
and meals visit www.uni.edu/dor.

Cultural Activities
The CIEP program offers activities for students 
to meet other international and American 
students while learning about American 
culture and celebrations. Some of the activities 
include coffee hours, holiday parties, potlucks, 
movie and game nights, field trips and cultural 
lectures. There is also a Conversation Partner 
Program, International Friendship Program 
and Retired Senior Volunteer Program 
(RSVP) where   CIEP students can have the 
opportunity to develop English skills outside 
the classroom, as well as learn about living in 
the American culture.

Health Insurance
Health insurance coverage is required for all 
international students attending the University 
of Northern Iowa and CIEP. Students will be 
billed automatically for coverage through 
UNI’s Student Health Center (SHC). If there 
are questions about health insurance, please 
contact: healthcenter@uni.edu.

Program Features
•  Seven levels, small classes
•  Accredited by the Commission on English 

Language Program Accreditation
•  Highly qualified, professional instructors
•  Quiet, safe location
•  University of Northern Iowa student housing
•  Institutional TOEFL administration
•  Elective classes such as pronunciation, 

business English and speech/public 
speaking

•  Photo ID for use at all UNI recreational, 
health, entertainment and academic centers

The Campus & Community
The University of Northern Iowa is a mid-sized 
university with more than 13,000 students. 
Many of its academic programs are nationally 
recognized, especially teacher education, 
business and fine arts. UNI offers both 
undergraduate and graduate programs.

The population of the Cedar Falls/Waterloo 
area is 130,000. The university’s location 
in Cedar Falls provides students will many 
advantages of a larger city, but in a smaller, 
peaceful, clean and safe atmosphere in which 
to study and live. Cedar Falls is in northeast 
Iowa, not far from Chicago and Minneapolis 
and is served by the Waterloo, Iowa Municipal 
Airport (ALO) and the Eastern Iowa Airport 
(CID) in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Special Programs
The CIEP also offers special programs in the 
summer session. The English Language and 
Culture Immersion Program facilitates cross-
cultural understanding by providing unique 
opportunities for cultural immersion,  intensive 
language study, exposure to academic 
classroom sessions, travel excursions, 
recreational adventure, personal growth and 
building life-long friendships. This program 
can be customized per group for three- to 
four-week sessions.

CIEP also offers the Intensive Business 
English Program (IBEP) in conjunction 
with UNIBusiness Global Associates. This 
four-week summer program is designed for 
international students majoring in business 
or related careers to communicate effectively 
in English in the business world. In the IBEP, 
students will not only improve their language 
skills in business English classes, but also 
enjoy visits to businesses, lectures and 
workshops.

Visit us at www.uni.edu/ciep               uniciep          ciepadmissions@uni.edu


