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                   Who We Are 
The Educational Opportunity Center (EOC) is a federally funded TRIO 

grant program sponsored by the University of Northern Iowa. We are 

located in the UNI-CUE building on Sycamore Street, downtown Water-

loo. We work with individuals and their families to overcome any barri-

ers they may be facing in order to achieve educational goals they have 

set for themselves. We are able to assist individuals typically 19 years of 

age or older who do not have a 4-year degree and live in Black Hawk, Bremer, Buchanan, Butler, 

Chickasaw, or Tama counties. We can serve some high school seniors if they cannot be appropri-

ately served by a Talent Search Program.  

At our office we offer career counseling, assistance with the completion of college applications 

and the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). We also offer basic financial planning, 

scholarship search assistance, help resolving student loan defaults, referrals to the High School 

Completion Program and HiSET (formerly the GED program).  

Our goal is to increase the number of adult participants who enroll into a postsecondary pro-

gram.  

We look forward to serving many more individuals in the upcoming year. If you are interested, 

or know someone who would like assistance, please give us a call today at 319-433-1230 to 

make an appointment with one of our knowledgeable counselors.  
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“You are never too old 

to set another goal or 

to dream a new 

dream.” 

                —C.S. Lewis 

——————The History of TRIO————— 



At the EOC, our counselors assist participants to complete the Free Application for Federal Aid. Below is an excerpt from 
studentaid.ed.gov, titled “Learn About What to Expect After you Fill Out and Submit the Free Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid (FAFSA)”.    
 

You filled out your FAFSA® and submitted it. What happens next? 
Applying isn’t the last step; your FAFSA has to be processed, and then you get an Expected Family Contribution (EFC), which your college or 
career school uses to figure out how much aid you can get. 

Where does my FAFSA information go once I submit it? 
Your FAFSA information is shared with the colleges and/or career schools you list on the application. The financial aid office at a school uses 
your information to figure out how much federal student aid you may receive at that school. If the school has its own funds to use for fi-
nancial aid, it might use your FAFSA information to determine your eligibility for that aid as well. (The school might also have other forms it 
wants you to fill out to get school aid, so check with the financial aid office to be sure.) 

Your information also goes to your state higher education agency, as well as to agencies of the states where your chosen schools are locat-
ed. Many states have financial aid funds that they give out based on FAFSA information. 

So, your FAFSA helps you apply for federal, state, and school financial aid.  

How can I check to see whether my FAFSA has been processed? 
You can check the status of your FAFSA immediately after submitting it online. You can check the status of a paper FAFSA after it has been 
processed (roughly 7–10 days from the date mailed). Here’s how: 
 Option 1: Go to www.fafsa.gov and log in. 
 Option 2: Contact the Federal Student Aid Information Center. 
If your FAFSA is still being processed, we recommend that you wait a few days before checking the status again. 

Who will I hear from, and when? 
First, the office of Federal Student Aid at the U.S. Department of Education will send you a Student Aid Report (SAR), which is a summary of 
the FAFSA data you submitted. You’ll get your SAR within three days to three weeks after you submit your FAFSA. Be sure to look over your 
SAR to make sure you didn’t make a mistake on your FAFSA. Find out more about the Student Aid Report, its purpose, how the type of 
FAFSA you file determines when you’ll get the SAR, and what you should do with it. 
The SAR won’t tell you how much financial aid you’ll get. Instead, if you applied for admission to a college or career school and have been 
accepted, and you listed that school on your FAFSA, the school will calculate your aid and will send you an electronic or paper aid offer, 
sometimes called an award letter, telling you how much aid you’re eligible for at the school. The timing of the aid offer varies from school 
to school and could be as early as springtime (awarding for the fall) or as late as immediately before you start school. It depends on when 
you apply and how the school prefers to schedule awarding of aid. 

What if I made a mistake on my FAFSA? How do I correct it? 
Once your application has been processed, you can correct your FAFSA online or on paper. (Making corrections online is the easiest and 
fastest option.) 

How do I decide what aid to accept, and how do I accept it? 
You’ll need to understand the aid that’s being offered (for instance, is it free money such as a grant, or is it a loan that you’ll have to pay 
back?), decide what aid you really need, and then respond to the school’s award letter within the deadline set by the school. 

How do I get my money? 
The financial aid staff at your college or career school will explain exactly how and when your aid will be paid out. They also will tell you 
whether you need to fill out any more paperwork or meet other requirements. For instance, if you’re receiving a federal student loan for 
the first time, you should expect to be required to sign a promissory note and go through entrance counseling. Be sure to keep in touch 
with your school’s financial aid office so that you understand the whole process of receiving your aid. 
 

—Submitted by Lovely Henderson    Source: https://studentaid.ed.gov/fafsa/next-steps    

    The Educational Opportunity Center welcomes Yvonne Lampson to our staff as our 

program Secretary.  Yvonne is originally from Cedar Falls, and obtained an Associate’s 

Degree in Business Management from Hawkeye Community College.   

  Upon graduating from Hawkeye Community College, Yvonne worked for Wheaton 

Franciscan Health Care.   

  Yvonne has two children: Adrik, 18 years old and Ian, 12 years old.  Between caring for 

them, Yvonne enjoys watching movies, reading, fishing, and traveling.  She has thor-

oughly enjoyed residing in the Cedar Valley, but would love to someday retire in a sun-

ny and warm climate.    

 Yvonne’s enjoys working with the counselors and clients at the UNI-CUE most.   

      —Submitted by Monica Bass 

Meet Yvonne Lampson 



Deterius Kimbrough 

Deterius has been a participant at the EOC since 2011 and is a current student at 

UNI, but his educational path has not been a path easily traveled. Deterius’ father 

was sent to prison when Deterius was only three; his mother left him with his 

grandmother who raised him. Growing up, Deterius did not have the clothing and 

shoes he needed for football and camp, but he noticed that the drug dealers had 

things they needed, so he started dealing in the 7th grade. A fond memory of his 

childhood was going to football camp where he did not need to sell drugs or wor-

ry about surviving, he got to just be a kid.  

When Deterius was a junior at West High School, he lost sight of his goals—football, college, and the military; he was 

caught selling drugs, and was charged as an adult. Deterius was sent to prison on a 34 year sentence, but while he was 

incarcerated he was offered the chance to get his GED from Iowa Central Community College. By getting his GED, he was 

then offered a free business class in prison from ICC College. Deterius spent over five years in prison, but by the time he 

was released he had gained confidence in his educational ability, and when he was introduced to EOC counselor Con-

stance McGovern at Tyson Foods, he was ready to move forward. He originally wanted to go into a CNC program but Con-

stance investigated deeper and asked him questions about his interests. She encouraged him to go into something that 

enthused him and interested him. Deterius states, “You (Constance) saw something in me, and now I am at UNI going on to 

help others”.   

Deterius has one child, Zaterius, a one-year old boy. He enjoys volunteering with youth at Quakerdale, and has enjoyed 

working for Social Action, Inc. and the Bakari Project in the past. He accredits David Goodson, Sherman Wise, Michael Mu-

hammad, Quentin Hart, and Marvin Spencer for being mentors and helping him along the way. When asked what advice he 

would give others considering going back to school, he stated, “never give up, even when society won’t open up the door 

for you, never give up.”                                                        
          —Submitted by Constance McGovern 

The University of Northern Iowa does not discriminate in employment or education. 


