
Liberal Arts Core Review Steering Committee (LAC-RSC) 

Meeting Minutes 

October 9, 2009 

 

Present:  Arthur, Chatham-Carpenter, Dise, Heistad, Hill, Kirmani, Morgan, Rudy 

 

Absent:  Davidson, Patton, Smith, van Wormer 

 

Hill reported on the meeting involving herself, Morgan, Arthur, Provost Gibson and Bev 

Kopper.  Regarding the charge document, the Provost thought the document was fine, 

but had concerns about the first line and creating a process.  With the input from this 

meeting revisions to the document were made.  After review by the Committee minor 

revisions were made.   

 

Morgan noted that a process for revising the LAC is already in place and that the 

curriculum handbook has information about making small changes to the LAC.  To 

change the structure of the LAC, there is also a process that is outlined on Form L of the 

handbook.  This involves faculty, the curriculum committee, etc. 

 

Hill said that the charge document may be docketed for the 10/12 Faculty Senate 

meeting.  Morgan noted that since the senate will have just received it, it may not be 

docketed yet and that since the Liberal Arts Core Committee document is coming 

forward at the same time, this might by okay. 

 

Morgan added that during the meeting with the Provost, Morgan mentioned that she is 

keeping the Liberal Arts Core Committee informed as to what the LAC-RSC is working 

on.  Kirmani added that a joint meeting at some point would be beneficial. 

 

Dise talked about the Humanities faculty meeting with the Provost and relayed to the 

Committee that the Provost would like to know if regular faculty or adjuncts are 

teaching LAC classes and also if cutting LAC courses would be considered (this was 

before the 10% budget cut was known).  Discussion followed. 

 

Heistad asked for a sense of where the LAC review is on the Provost’s priority list.  

Chatham-Carpenter responded that the HLC visit would help drive this and that it is a 

good thing that the Committee will be working during the HLC visit.  Dise said that the 

Provost is committed to the LAC and wants to do it right.  Hill also noted that this is a 

process and will not happen overnight.   

 

A discussion of the Committee name took place.  It was decided to refer to the 

Committee as the LAC-RSC to make it more distinct. 

 

The Committee reviewed the UNI Faculty Survey on General Education that was from 

the year 2000.  The Committee talked about what direction it would like the survey to 



take.  The LAC learning goals document was mentioned and Siobahn informed the 

Committee that hose goals are on the LACC website.  Arthur suggested looking at the 

AAC&U goals and possibly using some of those goals in the survey as well.  She added 

that Kristin Moser was to contact AAC&U regarding their survey.  Arthur expects that 

Kristin will get back to her next week. 

 

Extended discussion took place regarding the questions to be included in the survey.  It 

was noted that Kristin Moser is planning on attending the 10/23 meeting and that if a 

draft of the survey were ready before that date she would be willing to comment on it. 

 

It was noted that students and alumni will also be surveyed.  Arthur suggested that the 

student survey should be discussed at the next meeting.  Also, regarding a timeline for 

the faculty survey, it was decided that the survey should take place before the end of 

the semester. 

 

The issue of IRB approval related to the survey was mentioned.  Arthur will contact the 

Office of Sponsored Programs on Monday morning. 

 

A brief discussion took place regarding the Committee’s Spring schedules and keeping 

the MWF time slot open. 

 

It was noted that Provost Gibson will be attending the meeting on 10/23. 


