
Liberal Arts Core Review Steering Committee (LAC-RSC) 

Meeting Minutes 

April 14, 2010 

 

Present:  Arthur, Chatham-Carpenter, Davidson, Dise, Heistad, Hill, Kirmani, Morgan, 

Rudy, Smith, van Wormer 

 

Absent:  Patton 

 

Arthur mentioned that the Committee would need to catch up on approval of meeting 

minutes at the next meeting and the minutes would be posted online.  The Committee 

reviewed the minutes from the April 7, 2010 meeting and those were approved with 

one change. 

 

Related to a fall workshop for faculty, Arthur noted that she had looked into the history 

of the changes when faculty got the week of Thanksgiving off and the agreement that 

faculty would be available two days before the start of the semester.  She mentioned 

that the Provost would like to have a fall faculty workshop as a faculty development 

opportunity to bring the faculty together to discuss various issues.  Arthur said the 

workshop would be held the Thursday before classes start and would be an opportunity 

for a kick off for fall with the focus on the Liberal Arts Core effort.  The size of the 

workshop and what facility it might be held in was briefly discussed.  Arthur also asked 

for input on timing as it relates to other events that might be scheduled.  Arthur added 

that the Provost is interested in starting some diversity training using a train the trainer 

model, maybe on a different day, but the LAC would have a day.   

 

Dise asked if the faculty had been informed of the fall faculty workshop.  Arthur 

responded that this could be communicated to the deans toward the end of the week 

and then there would be a general announcement.  Arthur noted that she has done 

these types of workshops in the past and people do like them once they get there.  

Davidson said it would be important to get this information out.  Arthur commented 

that she would see the structure for the day as starting with a keynote speaker who is 

notable in the liberal arts, a series of breakout sessions possibly about writing, oral 

communication or recreating some of the brown bag presentations or other topics.  

Arthur also mentioned a lunch and then a town hall type of meeting with a large 

discussion regarding what the Committee has been working on and then get some 

direction on where to go.  Arthur said that once the announcement about the workshop 

goes out the Committee would want to look at who it might be interested in for a 

keynote speaker.   

 

Davidson asked what the goals for faculty workshop would be.  Arthur responded that 

the goals would be to have the workshop be a kickoff to the year as an indication that 

serious faculty work would be done on the Liberal Arts Core.  Another goal would be to 

inform faculty members about what the trends are in liberal arts and general education 



today; to have a chance to give faculty pedagogically-oriented, topically-oriented ways 

of getting more directly involved in subjects related to the Liberal Arts Core and then 

have an opportunity to start gathering input from the larger faculty unit related to what 

issues should be focused on and get a sense of how much willingness there is to engage 

in any type of change.  Arthur added that April’s first year group may want to do some 

break out sessions and the HLC people may want to provide information.  Arthur 

provided the Committee with a list of possible keynote speakers from the AAC&U 

National Leadership Council on Liberal Arts.  The Committee spent time discussing 

possible speakers from the list as well as other options.  

 

Related to the Peter Stearns readings, Arthur asked the Committee if there were any 

particular questions it would have for Stearns at the upcoming breakfast.  A discussion 

took place regarding globalization and how this relates to the Capstone courses.  

Heistad commented that there is a lot of lip service paid to internationalization and 

globalization, but there is no plan or follow up.  She added that the Liberal Arts Core is 

an opportunity to provide cross-cultural education at first the national, then the local, 

and then the international level.  Extended discussion followed and at the conclusion 

the question that the Committee would have for Stearns would be how does he see 

globalization/internationalization tiered across time in terms of a Liberal Arts education 

and a student’s college education.   

 

Smith distributed a draft list of purposes and goals of the LAC for the Committee’s 

consideration.  He commented that this is raw material to work with and asked for 

proposed additions or deletions.   After some review, Smith mentioned that the 

subcommittee would be meeting on Tuesday.  Chatham-Carpenter asked if Jerry’s 

document was a good starting point.  After additional discussion Smith said the 

subcommittee should look toward a mid-level way of organizing things and when the 

curriculum is designed keep these objectives in mind. 

 

The next meeting will take place at Noon on Wednesday, April 21, 2010 in the SIAC 

Conference Room.   

 

 


