
Liberal Arts Core Review Steering Committee (LAC-RSC) 

Meeting Minutes 

September 13, 2010 

 

IN THE INTEREST OF TRANSPARENCY, THE LACRSC IS MAKING PUBLIC OUR 

DELIBERATIONS REGARDING POSSIBLE REVISIONS TO THE LAC.  THESE ARE 

BRAINSTORMING SESSIONS AND SHOULD NOT BE READ AS FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

FROM THE COMMITTEE.  Please address comments or concerns to Susan Hill 

(susan.hill@uni.edu) or Ginny Arthur (virginia.arthur@uni.edu). 

 

Present:  Arthur, Chatham-Carpenter, Dise, Heistad, Hill, Kirmani, Morgan, Rudy, Smith 

 

Absent:  Davidson, Morgan, Patton 

 

Hill informed the Committee that van Wormer had stepped down and the process of 

finding a replacement has started.   

 

Hill announced that the Humanities faculty met on Friday and they would like to read 

the comments from the Fall Faculty Workshop.  The Committee decided to post the 

comments, as well as the PowerPoints from the workshop.  An announcement will go 

out on UNIOnline regarding the comments. 

 

Hill distributed the most recent Liberal Arts Core Purposes and Goals and said that 

whatever LAC we have needs to align clearly with whatever goals are chosen.  Hill went 

over possibilities for handling models and added that she would like to see at least two 

models, just for the Committee that would not be shared outside the LAC-RSC.  Hill 

added that she would like to see two models even if they are really different and not 

everyone likes every part of every model.  Smith commented that if there were things 

he did not like in a model he would vote against it.  Hill talked about presenting models 

to faculty and getting feedback and possibly surveying faculty to see which model they 

think is best.  Another possibility Hill presented was to discuss models amongst the 

Committee to come up with the best possible model and present it to faculty.  Extended 

discussion followed. 

 

Dise noted that an express objective of this university is to become the leading 

undergraduate liberal arts institution in the Midwest.  He continued that since this 

charge is out of the Committee’s hands, perhaps the question that needs to be 

addressed is what kind of LAC will move us directly along the road to becoming the 

leading undergraduate liberal arts institution in the country.  Dise added that to be the 

leading liberal arts institution in the country assumes that we’re producing 

undergraduates who are well educate, who possess both skills and knowledge.  Given 

that, the Committee needs to craft an LAC that has a high likelihood of producing as 

many graduates who match that profile as possible.  He said that if the Committee 

agrees that is the objective of this university then what LAC is going contain to 



maximum the chances of producing a large number of graduates who manifest those 

goals.   

 

After further conversation regarding the LAC purposes and goals and category 

structures, it was decided that each Committee member would work on their own LAC 

model to be sent to Cheryl no later than 5 p.m. on Tuesday, September 21.  A compiled 

list of models will be sent out for your review prior to the next meeting. 

 

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, September 22, 2010. 

 

 


