
 BLUE MODEL 
46 hrs 

 
Overview:  This model is motivated by the following beliefs:  UNI graduates should be well-educated; to this end, they should be taught “core” 
knowledge and skills; and the LAC should be designed to maximize student exposure to truly important material.  In some cases, the model calls 
for the use of “core knowledge” courses that all students would be required to take.  More typically, it proposes requirements that would be met by 
a small number of courses, each of which would be evaluated against a comprehensive, in-depth set of learning objectives.  Through ongoing 
evaluation, courses in a category would evolve to include more important material and the most effective teaching methods. 
 
I. Core Competencies   
a. Reading and Writing (3 hr) 
b. Speaking and Listening (3 hr) 
c. Quantitative Understanding (3 hr) 
d. Critical Thinking (3 hr) 

12 hr Reading and Writing (3 hours).  All UNI students would be required to achieve a basic level of 
reading and writing competency.  Writing instruction would be offered at three levels: 
• A base-level course which insures that students satisfy our minimum standards and develops 

some higher-level writing skills.   
• A set of higher-level writing courses that offer more advanced writing instruction while 

teaching other valued content, say in literature.   
• A not-for-credit remedial course. 
In addition, to insure that students develop writing skills throughout their undergraduate years,   
students would be required either to take several writing intensive LAC courses or to enroll in 
majors that have been certified as developing writing skills. 

 
Speaking and Listening (3 hours).  This requirement would be satisfied by the existing “Oral 
Communication” course, 48C:001.     

 
Quantitative Understanding (3 hours).  This requirement would be satisfied by courses in the 
existing Category 1C.  However, we should evaluate the base-level course, 800:023, “Mathematics 
in Decision Making,” to insure that it addresses essential numeracy/quantitative literacy concerns.  

 
Critical Thinking (3 hours).  This requirement would encompass a modest set of courses, each of 
which would cover topics taught in traditional critical thinking courses:  logic, practical reasoning, 
reasoning mistakes or fallacies, making and evaluating arguments.  In addition, such courses could 
cover a variety of other content, ranging from philosophical issues to ethics to controversial 
contemporary issues—for instance, religion and public life, capitalism and economic equality.   

II. Western Civilization   6 hr Western Civilization (6 hours).  This is a revised and renamed version of the current humanities 
requirement (Category 2A).  It would be satisfied by two “core knowledge” courses, each required 
for all students.  It would develop students’ understanding of Western culture and civilization by 
selectively reviewing its history, literature, philosophy, and artistic creations. 



III. Fine Arts 3 hr Fine Arts (3 hours).  This requirement would be satisfied by courses in the current Category 3A. 
IV. Natural Sciences  
a. Scientific Literacy (3 hr) 
b. Hands-on/Lab Science (4 hr) 
 

7 hr Scientific Literacy (3 hours).  This required “core knowledge” course would teach students about 
science—for instance, how scientists think and do research; the difference between theories, laws, 
and models; the role of measurement and mathematics in science—as well as key scientific 
findings—the theory of evolution, for instance—that one must know to be well-educated. 
 
Hands-on/Lab Science (4 hours).  This requirement would be satisfied by existing lab courses in 
Category 4, and by other courses that offer students a “hands-on” experience with natural science. 

V. Humanities and Social Sciences   
a. The Human Experience (3 hr) 
b. The American Experience (3 hr) 
c. Culture and Society (3 hr) 
d. Global Issues and Perspectives (3 
hr) 
 

12 hr The Human Experience (3 hours).  This requirement provides students with knowledge of human 
individuals, their personalities, thoughts, feelings, and behaviors.  It should enable students to 
better understand themselves and others.  The category will include a small set of courses, mostly 
based in cognitive, developmental, and social psychology.   
 
The American Experience (3 hours).  This requirement prepares students to act as knowledgeable, 
informed citizens by educating them in selected topics relating to American history, government, 
society, and culture. 

 
Culture and Society (3 hours).  The intent of this requirement is to make students aware of how 
their thoughts and behaviors are shaped by their culture and society, thereby overcoming their 
ethnocentrism and preparing them for the multi-cultural world in which they will live and work.   

 
Global Issues and Perspectives (3 hours).  To prepare our students to thrive in a globalized world, 
this requirement would include a manageable set of courses addressing such topics as the global 
economy, international relations, terrorism, global warming, and global health issues.   

VI. Other   
a. First Year Experience (3 hr) 
b.Capstone/Enrichment/Engagement 
(3 hr) 
 

6 hr First Year Experience (3 hours).  Each course in this category would cover orientation topics that 
help students transition to college as well as “information literacy” topics.  The courses must also 
provide class time for educational assessment activities.  Finally, to justify their three credit hours, 
these courses must include significant academic content.  This might be inter-disciplinary or it 
could be of topics that would arouse student interest in particular fields and majors.   

 
Capstone/Enrichment/Engagement (3 hours).  This category would include a variety of courses 
that enrich our students’ education and engage them with the outside world.  In part for budgetary 
reasons, this LAC component should be optional, one that majors can satisfy with “Capstone” or 
enrichment/engagement courses of their own.   

Total 46 hrs  
 


